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At least one death or injury from the use of explosive weapons was recorded in 25 countries and territories in December
2022. Worldwide, there were 390 incidents of explosive weapon use resulting in 2,682 casualties, of which 1,444 (54%)
were civilians. Some of the most affected countries and territories in terms of civilian casualties from the use of explosive
weapons were Nigeria, Pakistan, Syria, Ukraine, and Yemen.

There were 43 incidents of explosive weapon use affecting aid access, education, and healthcare services in three countries
in December 2022. Incidents were most frequent in Ukraine, where ground—launched explosive weapons damaged
healthcare infrastructure. Incidents also occurred in Myanmar and Yemen.

This data may include some incidents where a device did not detonate or where there were no civilian casualties, and
includes incidents where historical items such as unexploded ordnance were found and which affected the provision of
these services.


https://twitter.com/search?q=WeaponsMonitor&src=typed_query
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23explosiveweapons&src=typeahead_click
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Afghanistan

58 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were seven reported incidents of explosive weapon use in
Afghanistan, which resulted in 58 civilian casualties, 11 of whom were killed and 47 injured.
Civilians accounted for 88% of all 66 casualties recorded in Afghanistan in December, as
six armed actors were also killed and two injured.

All civilian casualties occurred in populated areas. Specifically, 22% (13) of civilian casualties
occurred on public transport, 16% (9) in markets, 10% (6) in residential areas, 7% (4) in
hospitals, and 3% (2) in police stations. Another 41% (24) occurred in other populated
locations.

The regions in which civilian casualties were reported in Afghanistan were Kandahar (24
civilian casualties), Nangarhar (15), Balkh (13), Takhar (4), and Badakhshan (2).

Non-state actors’ use of explosive weapons reportedly caused 59% (34) of civilian
casualties, specifically unknown non-state actors (32 civilian casualties) and ISIS-K (2).
State actors were the reported perpetrators of 41% (24) of civilian casualties, specifically
unknown state actors.

Directly-emplaced weapons caused 59% (34) of civilian casualties, specifically roadside
bombs (19 civilian casualties), non-specific IEDs (13), and car bombs (2). Ground-launched
weapons caused 41% (24) of civilian casualties, specifically mortars.

The highest casualty incident occurred on 11 December 2022, when four civilians were
killed and 20 injured in mortar shelling by unknown state actors in Spin Boldak, Kandahar,
during ongoing border clashes between Afghanistan and Pakistan.
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Afghanistan

The number of incidents of explosive weapon use in Afghanistan in December remained
consistent with levels in November, when six incidents and 58 civilian casualties (17 killed,
41 injured) were recorded. In October, 11 incidents were recorded, which resulted in 44
civilian casualties (5 killed, 39 injured). -~ Sources: Republic World, DNP India.

Azerbaijan

4 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were two incidents of explosive weapon use recorded in
Azerbaijan, one of which resulted in four civilian injuries. Civilians accounted for 40% of all
10 casualties, as six armed-actor casualties were also recorded, one of whom was killed
and five injured.

On 14 December 2022, one soldier was killed, and three soldiers and four construction
workers were injured, in an explosion of an anti-tank mine in Chiragli village, Kalbajar.
Sources: Trend, Vestnik Kavkaza, News AZ.

Burkina Faso

15 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were two incidents of explosive weapon use recorded in Burkina
Faso, one of which resulted in 15 civilian casualties, 10 of whom were killed and five
injured. Civilians accounted for 68% of all 22 casualties, as seven armed-actor casualties
were also recorded, two of whom were killed and five injured.

On 25 December 2022, 10 civilians were killed and five injured when a roadside bomb
detonated, hitting a civilian bus near Bougui, Est region. - Sources: Associated Press,
Africa News, BBC.

Central African Republic

1 Civilian casualty

In December 2022, there was one recorded incident of explosive weapon use in the
Central African Republic, which resulted in one civilian injury. There were no recorded
armed-actor casualties in the Central African Republic in December.

On 16 December 2022, the head of the Russian cultural centre was injured when a parcel
bomb exploded as he opened it, in the capital city of Bangui. -~ Sources: WION, AFP.


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/30/at-least-15-killed-in-afghanistan-school-bombing-says-official
https://www.republicworld.com/world-news/rest-of-the-world-news/4-killed-and-20-injured-after-mortar-lands-near-afghanistans-spin-boldak-gate-articleshow.html
https://www.dnpindia.in/world/4-killed-20-injured-as-mortar-lands-in-afghanistans-spin-boldak/142590/
https://news.am/eng/news/728842.html
https://en.trend.az/azerbaijan/politics/3681786.html
https://en.vestikavkaza.ru/news/Eight-citizens-hit-landmine-one-dead-in-Azerbaijan-s-Kalbajar.html
https://news.az/news/presumably-tm-62-anti-tank-mine-exploded-in-kalbajars-chirag-village-anama
https://www.voanews.com/a/burkina-troops-3-civilians-killed-in-jihadist-hit-north-/6851484.html#:~:text=A%20roadside%20bomb%20killed%20four,strike%20in%20the%20same%20region.
https://apnews.com/article/burkina-faso-c9eba33970f896e2567a20a7bde04d2e
https://www.africanews.com/2022/12/27/burkina-faso-ten-persons-killed-by-roadside-bomb-in-eastern-border-town/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-64097377
https://crisis24.garda.com/alerts/2022/11/egypt-heightened-security-likely-in-gelbana-area-ismailia-governorate-after-bombing-attack-kills-military-officer-and-three-civilians-nov-6
https://www.wionews.com/world/parcel-bomb-injures-russian-official-in-car-wagner-chief-blames-france-for-attack-543814
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20221216-wagner-chief-blames-france-after-parcel-attack-on-russian-in-c-africa
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15 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were two incidents of explosive weapon use recorded in Ethiopia,
which resulted in 15 civilian casualties, one of whom was killed and 14 injured. There were
no armed-actor casualties recorded in Ethiopia in December.

The highest casualty incident occurred on 27 December 2022 when one civilian was
killed and seven injured in a grenade attack in a bar in Adama, Oromia. - Sources: Addis
Standard, GeoPioneer.

8 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were seven incidents of explosive weapon use recorded in India,
five of which resulted in eight civilian casualties, two of whom were killed and six injured.
Civilian casualties included at least five children and one woman. Civilians accounted for
57% of all 14 casualties, as six armed-actor casualties were also recorded, three of whom
were killed and three injured.

The highest casualty incident took place on 06 December 2022 when two children and a
woman were injured in an |ED attack by unknown assailants in Basirhat city, WWest Bengal.
Sources: India Today.

Indonesia

1 Civilian casualty

In December 2022, there was one incident of explosive weapon use recorded in Indonesia,
which resulted in one civilian injury. An additional 12 armed-actor casualties were also
recorded, two of whom were killed and 10 injured.

On 07 December 2022, two police officers were killed, and 10 police officers and one

civilian were injured, in a suicide attack on a police station in Bandung, West Java.

The attack was claimed by Jamaah Ansharut Daulah, an affiliate of the Islamic State.
Sources: Asia News, Associated Press, Dawn.


https://crisis24.garda.com/alerts/2022/11/ethiopia-airstrike-kills-dozens-in-mendi-west-wollega-nov-9
https://addisstandard.com/news-oromia-police-detain-11-suspects-after-grenade-attack-kills-one-injures-seven-in-adama/
https://addisstandard.com/news-oromia-police-detain-11-suspects-after-grenade-attack-kills-one-injures-seven-in-adama/
https://www.geopolitical.report/grenade-attack-kills-one-person-injures-seven-others-in-adama/
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/west-bengal-four-injured-in-bomb-blast-bjp-hits-out-at-tmc20221127212852/
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/woman-children-injured-crude-bomb-explosion-west-bengal-basirhat-2305982-2022-12-06
https://asianews.network/suicide-bombing-kills-police-officer-injures-11/
https://apnews.com/article/police-indonesia-bombings-java-bandung-4128f2ec939fceb4867e180c1e448e30
https://www.dawn.com/news/1725142/suicide-bomber-kills-police-officer-wounds-10-others-in-indonesia
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20 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were 22 incidents of explosive weapon use recorded in Iraq,
seven of which resulted in 20 civilian casualties, four of whom were killed and 16 injured.
Civilian casualties included at least six children. Civilians accounted for 19% of all 104
casualties, as 84 armed-actor casualties were also reported, 68 of whom were killed and
16 injured.

The highest casualty incident occurred on 19 December 2022, when five civilians were
injured in mortar shelling by unknown actors of a civilian residence in Nahr al-1zz, Maysan.
Source: ISHM.

1 Civilian casualty

In December 2022, there were two incidents of explosive weapon use recorded in Kenya,
one of which resulted in one civilian death. Seven armed-actor casualties were also
recorded, three of whom were killed and five injured.

On 21 December 2022, two police officers and one civilian were killed in an |IED, RPG,
and firearm attack by Al Shabaab on a police vehicle in Garissa. - Sources: Nairobi News,
CGTN.

Libya

1 Civilian casualty

In December 2022, there was one recorded incident of explosive weapon use in Libya,
which resulted in one civilian injury. There were no armed actor casualties recorded in
Libya in December.

On 26 December 2022, one civilian was injured in a landmine explosion in Ain Zara,
Tripolitania. = Source: Libya Observer.

B Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there was one recorded incident of explosive weapon use in Malawi,
which resulted in five civilian injuries, including at least one child. There were no armed-
actor casualties recorded in Malawi in December.

On 14 December 2022, five refugees, including one child, were injured in a hand grenade
explosion in Dzaleka refugee camp, Central Malawi. - Sources: VOA, Nyasa Times.


https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/rocket-attack-near-iraqs-erbil-kills-one-wounds-10-mayor-2022-11-14/
https://enablingpeace.org/ishm382/#Headline2
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-723133
https://nairobinews.nation.africa/three-killed-in-al-shabaab-attack-officers-still-missing/
https://newsaf.cgtn.com/news/2022-12-22/Three-killed-in-eastern-Kenya-al-Shabaab-attack-1fXeI0aTYf6/index.html
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/child-killed-another-lost-his-limb-mine-blast-east-tripoli
https://libyaobserver.ly/inbrief/expatriate-worker-wounded-landmine-blast-ain-zara
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/child-killed-another-lost-his-limb-mine-blast-east-tripoli
https://www.voanews.com/a/bomb-explosion-injures-five-at-malawi-refugee-camp-/6877879.html
https://www.nyasatimes.com/grenade-explosion-injures-five-at-dzaleka-refugee-camp/
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1 Civilian casualty

In December 2022, there was one recorded incident of explosive weapon use in Malaysia,
which resulted in one civilian death. There were no armed-actor casualties recorded in
Malaysia in December.

On 29 December 2022, one man was killed in a remote-detonated |IED explosion in
Pandan Indah, Kuala Lumpur. The IED was left on his car and exploded when he went to
pick it up. - Sources: New Straits Times, Bernama, New Straits Times.

11 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were two recorded incidents of explosive weapon use in Mali
which resulted in 11 civilian casualties, nine of whom were killed and two injured. Civilian
casualties included at least seven women. There were no armed-actor casualties recorded
in Mali in December.

The highest casualty incident occurred on 03 December 2022, when eight civilians,
including seven women, were killed in an IED explosion against a cart carrying people in
Kolongo, Segou. < Sources: ECHO.

52 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were 46 recorded incidents of explosive weapon use in Myanmar,
nine of which caused 52 civilian casualties, six of whom were killed and 46 injured. Civilian
casualties included at least five children and six women. Civilians accounted for 18% of
the total 294 casualties of explosive weapon use, as 242 armed-actor casualties were
also recorded, 146 of whom were killed and 96 injured.

All civilian casualties occurred in populated areas. Specifically, 40% (21) occurred in
villages, 33% (17) on public transport, 12% (6) in places of worship, 8% (4) in agricultural
lands, 4% (2) in schools, and 4% (2) in public buildings.

The states in which the most civilian casualties were reported in Myanmar were Yangon
(19 civilian casualties), Magwe (10), Sagaing (9), Kachin (6), Chin (4), and Karen (4).

The majority of civilian casualties, 63% (33), were caused by the use of explosive weapons
by Myanmar military forces. Actors of unknown name and status caused 33% (17) of
civilian casualties, and non-state actors caused 4% (2), specifically the Myanmar Royal
Dragon Army-Yangon.


https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/child-killed-another-lost-his-limb-mine-blast-east-tripoli
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2023/01/867675/couple-allegedly-used-remote-controlled-bomb-kill-cook
https://www.bernama.com/en/crime_courts/news.php?id=2152161
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2022/12/865780/explosive-device-killed-man-pandan-was-homemade-bomb
https://apnews.com/article/africa-united-nations-improvised-explosives-mali-togo-dcd5b18e0780dbe2d42e56eb92e6ff26
https://reliefweb.int/report/mali/mali-ied-killed-8-civilians-central-mali-dg-echo-echo-daily-flash-6-december-2022
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Ground-launched weapons were the cause of 44% (23) of civilian casualties, specifically
artillery shelling (22), and non-specific shelling (1). Directly-emplaced weapons caused
37%(19) of civilian casualties, specifically non-specific IEDs, and air-launched weapons,
specifically air-strikes, caused 19% (10) of civilian casualties.

The highest casualty incident occurred on 18 December 2022, when 17 civilians were
injured in an IED explosion on a ferry in Yangon. The military and armed groups active in
the region traded blame for the attack.

The number of incidents of explosive weapon use in Myanmar in December dropped
considerably compared to November, when 112 incidents and 158 civilian casualties (37
killed, 131 injured) were recorded. In October, 107 incidents were recorded, which resulted
in 155 civilian casualties (49 killed, 106 injured). - Sources: Asahi, Associated Press, RFA.

Education

In December 2022, at least two incidents of explosive weapon use affecting access to
education in Myanmar.

On 23 November 2022, over 200 soldiers launched a ground raid and an aerial attack in
Mon Hla village, Sagaing region, destroying over 200 buildings, including a school, killing
a seven-year-old child, a 40-year-old woman, and a 30-year-old man. On 06 December
2022, a teacher and a child were injured when artillery rounds fired by the Myanmar
military hit a school in Maung Ma Ywar Thit village, Kayin state. « Sources: ACLED, BNI
Online, Radlio Free Asia.

87 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were seven recorded incidents of explosive weapon use in
Nigeria, four of which caused 87 civilian casualties, 69 of whom were killed and 18 injured.
Civilian casualties included at least one child. Civilians accounted for 20% of the total 443
casualties of explosive weapon use, as 256 armed actors were also killed.

The vast majority, 98% (85), of civilian casualties occurred in populated areas. Specifically,
87% (76) occurred in villages, and 10% (10) in urban residential areas.The remaining 2%
(2) of civilian casualties occurred on unpopulated roads.

The states in which the most civilian casualties were reported in Nigeria were Zamfara (76
civilian casualties), Kogi (6), Borno (3), and Niger (2).

The majority of civilian casualties, 87% (76), were caused by state actors’ use of explosive
weapons, specifically the Nigerian Air Force. Use by non-state actors caused 13% (11)
of civilian casualties, specifically Islamic State’s West Africa Province (ISWAP) (6 civilian
casualties) and unknown non-state actors (5).


https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/mortar-strikes-kill-10-civilians-injure-many-more-maungdaw-twsp-village
https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/14797206
https://news.yahoo.com/myanmar-military-accuses-opponents-bombing-132353490.html
http://rfa
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/kawkareik-teacher-student-wounded-junta-shelling
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/kawkareik-teacher-student-wounded-junta-shelling
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/archbishop-12022022190251.html
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Air-launched weapons were the cause of 87% (76) of civilian casualties, specifically air-
strikes. Directly-emplaced weapons caused 13%(11) of civilian casualties, specifically car
bombs (6 civilian casualties), non-specific IEDs (3), and landmines (2).

The highest casualty incident occurred on 18 December 2022, when 64 civilians were
killed and 12 injured in a Nigerian military forces airstrike in a village in Zamfara.

Civilian casualties of explosive weapon use in Nigeria in December rose considerably
compared to November, when 10 incidents caused seven reported civilian casualties (six
killed, one injured). In October, four incidents of explosive weapon use were recorded, and
they caused no civilian casualties. < Sources: Premium Times NG, African Union Press,
Street Journal.

Occupied Palestinian Territories

Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were no recorded incidents of explosive weapon use in the
Occupied Palestinian Territories which resulted in civilian casualties. Two armed actors
were injured in the Occupied Palestinian Territories in December.

On 05 December 2022, two border police officers were injured when an IED was thrown
at them near a refugee camp in Aida, Bethlehem. - Sources: Times of Israel, Jerusalem
Post, Jewish Press.

116 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were 15 recorded incidents of explosive weapon use in Pakistan,
12 of which caused 116 civilian casualties, 14 of whom were killed and 102 injured. Civilian
casualties included at least one woman and four children. Civilians accounted for 75% of
the total 154 casualties of explosive weapon use, as 38 armed-actor casualties were also
recorded, 18 of whom were killed and 20 injured.

All civilian casualties occurred in populated areas. Specifically, 48% (56) occurred in urban
residential areas, 33% (38) in commercial premises, 14% (16) in police stations, 3% (3) in
urban residential areas, 2% (2) on roads, and <1% (1) in markets.

The provinces in which the most civilian casualties were reported in Pakistan were
Balochistan (97 civilian casualties), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (12), and Islamabad (7).

The majority of civilian casualties, 57% (66), were caused by non-state actors’ use of
explosive weapons, specifically unknown non-state actors (56 civilian casualties) and
the Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan (TTP) (10). Use by state actors caused 42% (49) of civilian
casualties, specifically unknown state actors (33 civilian casualties) and Afghan armed
forces (16). Actors of unknown name and status caused <1% (1) of civilian casualties.


https://www.dawn.com/news/1723963/multiple-police-officers-injured-in-explosion-in-quettas-baleli-area-police
https://www.timesofisrael.com/two-border-police-officers-hurt-after-bomb-thrown-at-them-in-west-bank/
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-724134
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-724134
https://www.jewishpress.com/news/israel/idf/israeli-police-officers-hurt-in-bombing-near-rachels-tomb/2022/12/05/
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/regional/nwest/571223-just-in-dozens-killed-as-nigerian-military-plane-bombs-zamfara-community.html
https://achpr.au.int/en/news/press-releases/2022-12-27/press-statement-tairstrike-nigerian-airforce-killed-civilians
https://thestreetjournal.org/naf-airstrike-kills-40-terrorists-in-zamfara-as-10-soldiers-die-from-ambush-in-reprisal-attack/
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Ground-launched weapons caused 59% (68) of civilian casualties, specifically multiple
ground-launched weapon types (33 civilian casualties), grenades (19), and non-specific
shelling (16). Directly-emplaced weapons caused 41%(48) of civilian casualties, specifically
non-specific IEDs (41 civilian casualties) and car bombs (7).

The highest casualty incident occurred on 11 December 2022, when nine civilians were
killed and 24 injured in artillery shelling and gunfire in Chaman, Balochistan.

Civilian casualties of explosive weapon use in Pakistan in December rose considerably
compared to November, when nine incidents caused 19 reported civilian casualties (10
killed, 9 injured). In October, 13 incidents of explosive weapon use were recorded, which
resulted in 28 reported civilian casualties (seven killed, 21 injured). « Sources: Pajhwok,
Reuters, Minute Mirror.

Philippines
Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were no incidents of explosive weapon use recorded in the
Philippines which resulted in civilian casualties. Six armed actors were injured in the
Philippines in December.

On 18 December 2022, six soldiers were injured when an anti-personnel mine planted
by the New People’s Army exploded in Las Navas, Northern Samar. - Sources: Inquirer,
PhilStar.

9 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were three incidents of explosive weapon use recorded in
Russia, one of which resulted in nine civilian casualties, one of whom was killed and eight
injured. Civilians accounted for 41% of all 22 casualties, as 13 armed-actor casualties
were also reported, seven of whom were killed and six injured.

On 18 December 2022, one civilian was killed and eight injured in Ukrainian shelling of the
city of Belgorod. - Sources: Pravda, Reuters, Mehr News Agency.


https://www.dawn.com/news/1723963/multiple-police-officers-injured-in-explosion-in-quettas-baleli-area-police
https://pajhwok.com/2022/12/11/civilians-among-13-injured-as-afghan-pakistani-forces-trade-fire/
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2022/12/11/Pakistan-says-Afghan-forces-kill-six-civilians-in-cross-border-fire
https://minutemirror.com.pk/six-killed-as-afghan-forces-pound-chaman-with-artillery-78668/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/11/06/passenger-bus-rocked-by-ied-explosion-in-sultan-kudarat-military/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1706497/mine-blast-hurts-6-soldiers-in-northern-samar
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/12/20/2231949/6-soldiers-hurt-northern-samar-explosion
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/head-southern-russian-region-says-two-killed-three-wounded-shelling-2022-11-15/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/12/18/7381264/
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/science-environment/2290817-one-killed-four-wounded-by-shelling-of-russian-region-governor-says
https://en.mehrnews.com/news/195093/One-civilian-killed-in-Ukrainian-shelling-of-Belgorod-Region
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16 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were eight recorded incidents of explosive weapon use in
Somallia, three of which caused 16 civilian casualties, three of whom were killed and 13
injured. Civilians accounted for 31% of the total 51 casualties of explosive weapons use
in Somalia in December, as 35 armed-actor casualties were also recorded, 28 of whom
were killed and seven injured.

The highest casualty incident took place on 23 December 2022, when two civilians
were killed and nine injured in mortar shelling by unknown actors on Baidoa’s Bardale
neighbourhood, South West Somalia. - Source: Horn Observer.

60 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were 44 incidents of explosive weapon use recorded in Syria,
22 of which resulted in 60 civilian casualties, 27 of whom were killed and 33 injured. At
least five women and 12 children were reportedly among the civilian casualties. Civilians
accounted for 50% of the total 119 casualties, as there were also 59 recorded armed-
actor casualties, 42 of whom were killed and 17 injured.

The majority of civilian casualties, 95% (57), occurred in populated areas. Specifically, 40%
(24) occurred in villages, 18% (12) on public transport, 12% (7) in urban residential areas,
10% (6) in agricultural lands, 7% (4) in commercial premises, 3% (2) in other locations, and
2% (1) on roads and in schools, respectively.

The regions where civilian casualties of explosive weapon use were recorded in Syria were
Deir Ezzor (14 civilian casualties), Idlib (12), Aleppo (12), Ragga (11), Hasakah (5), Suweida
(2), Latakia (2), Homs (1), and Daraa (1).

The majority of civilian casualties, 53% (32), were reportedly caused by state use of
explosive weapons, specifically Turkey (15 civilian casualties), Syria (14), the international
coalition (2), and unknown state actors (1). Non-state actors caused 37% (22) of civilian
casualties, specifically ISIS (13 civilian casualties), unknown non-state actors (6), and the
Syrian National Army (3). Actors of unknown name and status caused 10% (6) of civilian
casualties.

The majority of civilian casualties, 28% (17), were caused by directly-emplaced weapons,
specifically roadside bombs (12 civilian casualties), non-specific IEDs (2), landmines (2),
and car bombs (1). Ground-launched weapons caused 23% (14) of civilian casualties,
specifically artillery shelling (9 civilian casualties), grenades (3), non-specific shelling (1),
and combined ground-launched weapons (1). Air-launched weapons, specifically air-
strikes, caused 20% (12) of civilian casualties. Weapons of unclear launch method caused
28% (17) of civilian casualties, specifically missiles (13 civilian casualties), and rockets (4).
The highest casualty incident in Syria occurred on 30 December 2022, when 10 civilians
were killed and two injured in an ISIS IED and firearm ambush on buses transporting oil
workers near Mouhasan, Deir Ezzor.


https://www.criticalthreats.org/briefs/gulf-of-aden-security-review
https://hornobserver.com/articles/1912/UPDATE-At-least-2-civilians-killed-several-others-injured-in-Baidoa-armed-clashes
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Civilian casualties of explosive weapon use in Syria in December 2022 saw a considerable
decrease compared to November, when 73 incidents caused 175 reported civilian
casualties (31 killed, 144 injured). In October, 74 incidents were recorded, which resulted
in 91 civilian casualties (23 killed, 68 injured). < Sources: SNHR, Crisis24, Associated
Press, SOHR, Airwars, SOHR I, South Front, Airwars |, SOHR Il, North Press, Airwars I,
North Press I, Airwars Ill, ANF.

Thailand

7 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were three recorded incidents of explosive weapon use in
Thailand, one of which resulted in seven civilian casualties, three of whom were killed and
four injured. Civilians accounted for 64% of all 11 casualties, as four armed actors were
also injured.

On 06 December 2022, three rail workers were killed and four injured in an IED explosion
on train-tracks in Tha Pho, Songkhla. - Sources: Says, Bangkok Post, Associated Press.

Turkey

1 Civilian casualty

In December 2022, there was one recorded incident of explosive weapon use in Turkey,
which resulted in one civilian injury. Eight armed actors were also injured.

On 16 December 2022, eight police officers and one civilian were injured in a roadside
bomb explosion in Diyarbakir. < Sources: Daily Sabah, Xinhua.

878 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were 195 incidents of explosive weapon use recorded in Ukraine,
189 of which resulted in 878 civilian casualties, of whom 279 were killed and 599 injured.
Civilian casualties included at least 17 children and 23 women. Civilians accounted for
73% of all 1,199 casualties, as there were an additional 321 armed-actor casualties, of
whom 153 were killed and 168 injured.

The majority of civilian casualties, 90% (794), occurred in populated areas. Specifically,
40% (354) occurred across multiple urban areas, 24% (209) in urban residential areas,
16% (138) in villages, 4% (36) in schools, 1% (13) in humanitarian infrastructure, 1% (12)
in town centres, 1% (9) in public buildings and other locations, respectively, and <1% in
hospitals (3), hotels (3), roads (3), places of worship (2), entertainment venues (2), and
commercial premises (1).
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https://says.com/my/news/thailand-reports-second-bomb-blast-on-hat-yai-to-perlis-train-route
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2454570/rail-bomb-kills-3-in-songkhla
https://apnews.com/article/thailand-bombings-6d8ba862459ffed58f5f4e952f443b41
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/14/deadly-istanbul-bombing-sparks-fear-and-defiance-in-turkey
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/bomb-attack-injures-9-in-turkiyes-southeast/news
https://english.news.cn/20221217/7cc2271e46144127ac708ce581c32622/c.html
https://news.snhr.org/2022/12/31/multiple-ieds-shootings-result-in-a-massacre-in-eastern-deir-ez-zour-governorate-december-30/
https://crisis24.garda.com/alerts/2022/12/syria-armed-attack-targeting-oil-workers-in-deir-ez-zur-governorate-dec-30
https://apnews.com/article/islamic-state-group-politics-syria-government-assault-0d344327a3b03f75d98978c615c57e27
https://apnews.com/article/islamic-state-group-politics-syria-government-assault-0d344327a3b03f75d98978c615c57e27
https://www.syriahr.com/en/279844/
https://airwars.org/civilian-casualties/ts577-december-10-2022/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/280644/
https://southfront.org/turkish-drone-strike-kills-three-civilians-in-northern-syria/
https://airwars.org/civilian-casualties/ts580-december-17-2022/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/281592/
https://npasyria.com/en/89412/
https://airwars.org/civilian-casualties/ts581-december-22-2022/
https://npasyria.com/en/89503/
https://airwars.org/civilian-casualties/ts582-december-24-2022/
https://anfenglish.com/rojava-syria/turkish-drone-attack-injures-4-in-a-village-of-tirbespiye-64507
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The regions in which civilian casualties were reported in Ukraine were Kherson (272 civilian
casualties), Donetsk (234), Luhansk (152), Kharkiv (56), Zaporizhzhia (46), Dnipropetrovsk
(44), Kyiv (38), Khmelnytskyi (18), Mykolaiv (10), Odesa (5), Chernihiv (1), lvano-Frankivsk
(1), and Sumy (1).

The vast majority of civilian casualties, 98% (863), were caused by state actors’ use of
explosive weapons. Specifically, Russian armed forces reportedly caused 75% (656) of
civilian casualties and Ukraine’s armed forces 24% (207). Perpetrators of unknown status
and name reportedly caused 1% (9) of civilian casualties, and unknown non-state armed
groups caused <1% (6) of civilian casualties.

The use of ground-launched explosive weapons were the cause of 91% (803) of civilian
casualties, specifically non-specific shelling (541 civilian casualties), combined ground-
launched weapon systems (125), missiles (53), artillery shells (49), rockets (33), and
mortars (2). Directly-emplaced weapons caused 3% (23) of civilian casualties, specifically
landmines (11 civilian casualties), roadside bombs (5), non-specific IEDs (5), and car
bombs (2). Air-launched weapons caused 1% (8) of civilian casualties, specifically airstrikes
(5 civilian casualties) and missiles (3). 5% (44) of civilian casualties were caused by missiles
of unclear launch method.

The highest casualty incident occurred on 31 December 2022, when two civilians were
killed and 21 injured in a ground-launched missile attack on Kyiv by Russian armed forces.
The number of incidents of explosive weapon use in Ukraine in December decreased
from November, in which 223 incidents were recorded. However, fewer civilian casualties,
722, were recorded in November (171 killed and 551 injured). In October, 233 incidents
caused 1,013 civilian casualties (298 killed and 715 injured). . Sources: Kyiv Independent,
Ukrinform, Interfax Ukraine.

Education

In December 2022, at least six incidents of explosive weapon use affecting the provision
of education were recorded in Ukraine. All were reported in Donetsk and Kherson oblasts.
Schools, kindergartens, an Institute of Technology and Management, a college and
a boarding school, were damaged by ground-launched explosive weapons, such as
shelling, mortars and rocket attacks by Russian forces.

In one incident on 13 December 2022 in Kramatorsk city, Donetsk oblast, the city’s
Institute of Technology and Management was damaged in a missile attack on the area by
Russian troops. Source: Confidentially-shared information.

Healthcare

In December 2022, at least 34 incidents of explosive weapon use affecting the provision of
healthcare were recorded in Ukraine. About 50% were reported in Kherson oblast. More
than 75% of incidents recorded ambulances, health clinics, hospitals and pharmacies in
Ukraine being damaged through ground-launched explosives, such as shelling, mortars
and rocket attacks by Russian forces. Two hospitals were damaged by Russian air-
launched explosives in Kyiv and Zaporizhia oblasts. A health worker was killed and four


https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3621978-fifteen-people-killed-in-russian-strikes-on-kherson-city.html
https://kyivindependent.com/news-feed/mayor-russian-dec-31-attack-on-kyiv-kills-another-person
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3644439-one-killed-22-injured-in-russias-missile-attack-on-kyiv-mayor-klitschko.html
https://en.interfax.com.ua/news/general/881913.html
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others injured when the facility they were working in was hit by Russian shells, and a
paramedic was injured while providing emergency response health care.

In one incident on 11 December 2022, a hospital’s neurosurgery ward was hit when several
shells exploded in the city. At least two hospitals were damaged by Russian air-launched
explosives in Kyiv and Zaporizhia oblasts. Source: Confidentially-shared information.

Yemen

77 Civilian casualties

In December 2022, there were 15 incidents of explosive weapon use recorded in Yemen,
10 of which resulted in 77 civilian casualties, of whom 20 were killed and 57 injured.
Civilians accounted for 76% of the total 101 casualties, as there were also 24 recorded
armed-actor casualties, eight of whom were killed and 16 injured.

The majority, 79% (61) of civilian casualties occurred in populated areas. Specifically, 27%
(21) occurred in places of worship, 23% (18) in villages, 18% (14) at public gatherings, and
10% (8) in agricultural lands.

The regions in which civilian casualties were reported in Yemen were Saada (34 civilian
casualties), Hadramout (21), Marib (14), and Hudaydah (8).

The majority of civilian casualties, 53% (41), were caused by state actors’ use of explosive
weapons, specifically Saudi Arabia. Non-state actors, specifically unknown non-state
actors, caused 36% (28) of civilian casualties, and actors of unknown name and status
caused 10% (8).

The majority, 90% (69), of civilian casualties were caused by ground-launched weapons,
specifically artillery shells (38), grenades (21), and non-specific shelling (10). Directly-
emplaced weapons, specifically landmines, caused 10% (8) of civilian casualties.

The highest casualty incident occurred on 02 December 2022, when one civilian was
killed and 20 injured in a grenade attack on a mosque in Yabath, Hadramaut, during Friday
prayers.

Incidents of explosive weapon use in Yemen in December increased since November,
when 10 incidents were recorded, resulting in 30 civilian casualties (seven killed, 23
injured). In October, 23 incidents were recorded, causing 44 civilian casualties (14 killed,
30 injured). = Sources: Al Mayadeen, Urdu Point, India Blooms.

Aid Access

On 18 December 2022, grenades of unidentified origin were dropped on the office of the
INGO MedGlobal office, damaging several facilities, including a generator, water pipes,
and a fuel tank. © Sources: MedGlobal |, MedGlobal Il.


https://famagusta-gazette.com/2022/11/12/houthi-shelling-hits-residential-village-in-southern-yemen-6-killed/
https://english.almayadeen.net/news/politics/one-dead-several-wounded-in-armed-attack-on-a-mosque-in-hadh
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/world/one-person-killed-in-attack-on-mosque-in-east-1604164.html
https://www.indiablooms.com/world-details/SA/36969/yemen-one-person-killed-in-mosque-attack.html
https://medglobal.org/medglobal-is-abhorred-by-the-attack-at-its-medical-office-in-yemen/
https://twitter.com/MedGlobalOrg/status/1604942446017642496
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ANNUAL 2022 COUNT
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Data collection is ongoing and data may change as more information is made available.
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Explosive Weapons Type

Recorded incidents between 1 January and 31 December 2022
Air-launched Ground-launched Directly Combination
emplaced

3,367 9,537 4,611 355
Civilian casualties Civilian casualties Civilian casualties Civilian casualties
48% of total 86% of total 58% of total 31% of total
Aid access Aid access Aid access Aid access
incidents incidents incidents incident
Education Education Education Education
incidents incidents incidents incident
Healthcare Healthcare Healthcare Healthcare
incidents incidents incidents incident

This bulletin produced by Explosive Weapons Monitor publishes data on incidents of explosive
weapon use around the world as reported in open sources. It uses data collected by Action on
Armed Violence (AOAV) on incidents of explosive weapon use and casualties (including deaths
and injuries), and data collected by Insecurity Insight on incidents of explosive weapon use
affecting aid access, education and healthcare.
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https://aoav.org.uk
https://aoav.org.uk
http://insecurityinsight.org
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